
 

 

Trees: 

 Should Trees have Standing? 

 

 

 

  

They paved paradise 

And put up a parking lot  

They took all the trees 

Put ôem in a tree museum 

And they charged the people 

A dollar and a half just to see ôem 

Donôt it always seem to go 

That you donôt know what youôve got 

ôTil itôs gone... 

  

part of a song by Joni Mitchell  



  

  

Good title, Should Trees have Standing?. Simple answer: yes. 

More complex answer: 

Yes, they should have standing. In both senses, they should have rights and they should 

be left to grow. Trees are standing, in all senses of that phrase. Stands of trees should be 

protected from the greed of loggers. This is the name of a book published by Christopher 

Stone back in 1974,  Should Trees Have Standing?  Trees create themselves: there are no 

archetypes. Archetypes are fictions, misunderstood parts of language. Trees are real and 

are related to each other, if they are allowed to be the co-operators they are.  Why do 

humans think they are the ones who decide these things? That is the real mistake here. 

Actually trees have been their own deciders for millions of years. The notion that trees 

can be delegated standing when they have already had it long before humans even 

existed on the earth shows how absurd the question is. Trees had standing long before 

humans even existed. Human diminishment of trees has to do with making them seem 

stupid so they can be cut down with impunity, for the profit of certain too rich humans. 

This is wrongly called silviculture or Forestry. This has been shown to be harmful and 

irrelevant.  



 

Apple Tree in Orchard 

2014 

I have been studying trees for years now. Humans use them for wood, fruit etc. But few 

understand them. They are symbiotic with mushrooms, which are the sex or 

reproductive organs to mycelium, which is the actual structure of the Fungi organism. 

Humans tend to know only what they eat, which is the sexual organ of the Fungi 

organism. Few know even the reproductive structure of mushrooms. Occasionally  a 

person eats dangerous fungi, which has toxins in it and which interacts with the human 

body, and they either get very sick or less occasionally, die. Fungi are not human 

centered, they are largely self and tree centered, and they often coexist with trees in a 

symbiotic relation where the mycelium attaches itself to the roots of the trees and gives 

it   nutrients and a communication network in return for food, glucose, specifically. 



Killing off trees in clear cuts kills off the mycelium too. This is immoral. They have  a 

communal relationship with each other, and clear cutting destroys this relationship.  

 

 

(Amanita Muscaria) Fly Algaric ðtends to grow under Beech or Oak trees 

(This is part of a chest of drawers my spouse and I made for our daughter when she was 

born)  

It is worth mentioning the work on Dr. Suzanne Simard. Dr. Suzanne Simardôs work is 

spoken of in Richard Powers 2018 novel The Overstory. A character called Patricia 

Westerford has the idea that trees communicate with each other. She is made fun of and 

driven out of the profession by corrupt silvaculturis ts.  Later on in the novel, the 

character  is restored by well-meaning professionals. It was one of the best books I have 

read this year, not because the author seems rather addicted to violence against his 

characters, but  because the thesis of Dr, Simard and others. It is a good book about 

trees. He mentions the American Chestnut, 4 billion  of which were killed off by an Asian 

blight in the early 1900s. He also spends a chapter or two on the Redwood wars out west 

and how the ótree sittersô fought against the greed of the logging companies. So I 

mention it here.  

  



There is a question that rears its ugly head with the American Chestnut tree. Since they 

unite it with the Japanese Chestnut using genetic engineering techniques, to make it 

resistant to the blight, is it moral or ethical to allow  such trees to grow in the wild?  Will 

this open a door to genetic engineering of trees and other beings? This is still very much 

a live question.  

I have been studying the relation between fungi and trees for some years and it was good 

to finally read about a real person and her point of view in a fiction book. There is even 

an attack on the "Forestry service", which is good and correct.  

This ficton novel l ed me to the very non-fictional Dr. Simard, who has shown that trees 

are connected with Fungi and that Fungi do indeed provide trees with communication, 

nutrition and other benefits. She has also shown there are "Mother Trees", who have the 

largest fungi networks. These trees help their babies with chemicals given to them 

through my corrhizal fungi which connect up with the roots of their babies. How the 

mother trees do this for their offspring is they provide them with nutrients, more so 

than other adjacent and unrelated plants that might be growing in that area.  This means 

that the mother trees are directly r elated to their babies thr ough root systems and 

mycorrhizal fungus networks . 

 



-

 

Small Tree Growing. 



 

Indian Pipe  

There are others who have shown variations of the same ideas such as Peter Wohlleben 

in his Hidden Life of Trees, what they Feel, How they Communicate.  This thesis is when 

combined with Charles Little's the Dying of the Trees, results in the question of what 

happens to or forestôs mycelium when acid rain and chemical toxins are spread on it? So 

far I have not found an answer to this question, but I will keep looking. Charles Little 

does mention the Mycorrhizal Fungi idea  of roots and mycelium symbiosis and shows 

that clear cutting in a very destructive process to  the fungi/root relationship as well as 

to animals and seeds, causing untold damage and destruction wherever it is practiced. 

(pg 138-39) He says that clear cutting gets rid of the seeds and mycelium. It should 

never have been begun. It certain should be stopped now, not phased out. 



 I am glad to see that there is an increasing movement to study and see trees as having 

more of a life than Foresters who merely clear cut and kill them. I once stopped into a 

BLM offic e ( truly the "Bureau of Logging and Mining" not the Bureau of Land 

Management, as it is actually named) and they told me that animals who live in "their" 

forests, are merely "pests". This absurdity shows the political and market ideology of 

"silvaculture" . It is a bogus "science", not really a science at all, but merely a gross 

money making activity.   Actually Mychorrizal trees  are co-operating trees and they are 

nearly everywhere. Mother trees even help their own children. ---saplings with 

increased connections with Fungi pathways between trees are much more likely to 

survive. Silvaculturists are ignorant men who kill trees and destroy fungi and tree 

communities for profits.  

Saving old growth, saving legacies, saving mother trees and their children. as well as 

having enough local knowledge to identify such networks of trees and their children will 

help save trees. They are dying of over stress from the harms of Human excess as well as 

overuse, and Climate Change. Climate Change is itself caused by ultra -rich bankers and 

corporate CEO's and leaders of fossil fuel companies who have no sense or awareness of 

what they are doing. They only care about making money. They are heating up the 

worldôs weather so they can make billions off our wildfires, dying insects,  dead Forests 

and dying coral reefs. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  



 

Train Through the Cuyahoga Valley 

I did this with my 3 year old son playing beside me in the woods. Those are Oak trees in 

the distance on the hill opposite. The oak leaves are the ones that are last to lose their 

leaves. The beech leaves stay on longer, but the leaves are dead. The dead leaves stay on 

the tree all winter.  

 I did a number of paintings near this pond. There is one that I did from 40 feet in front 

of the train you see above, off the tracks, looking up into the area where I did the 

painting above in the White Pines below. Indeed, these two paintings look at each other, 

as it were. 



 

Green Heron's World (2012) 

On one of the snags to the right, middle of this painting, barely visible here, is a tiny 

Kingfisher on top of the snag. Behind the Kingfisher, up in the White Pine area, is where 

I did this   painting below  called ñTurkeys in the Woodsò. It is an amazing place. This is 

right above where I did ñGreen Heron's Worldò. I like to do this kind of  jumping to a 

similar and close place. It shows the close relation of place to place. 

  



 

Turkeys in the Woods 

12--2011-16 

I did this   painting called ñTurkeys in the Woodsò, right above where I did ñGreen 

Heron's Worldò. I did this one again with my young son playing there while I did the 

ground and the trees fallen on it. It originally had a Red Squirrel on the stump of the 

snapped tree in the front. But I took that out and put in the Turkey, which is a lot better. 

There is a Walnut tree nearby too, one can see their covered nuts on the ground. It is 



probably the tree behind the second Turkey, down closer to the water. The one on the 

left side might be a Yellow Birch, I am not sure. 

  

 

Eastern White Pine, 2015-2018 

This Pine is near the old site for the Colosseum, near Peninsula, which has been torn 

down for many years and is now a wild field. This White Pine, stil l fairly young, is the 

most conspicuous tree there. I have not seen any but I have heard that there are 

Meadowlarks in this field.  It is a common bird out west, but is rare here. I once woke up 

to one singing in the Cheyanne reservation.  



The next panting needs a bit of an introduction. I have been watching a group of White 

Pines in Cuyahoga National Park for some years. I did a portrait of them in 2011, when 

they were still healthy. They are on a ridge and there are at least 25 of them, probably 

more. They begin dying off some years back, and now the oldest and strongest of them 

are dying too. Two of them are shown here. I expect they will all die. Ive had the park 

told about it, even told them concretely, what they should do, but they care little for 

what they should care about. You can see here the White Pines grow to the right along 

the ridge. They are behind the Sweetgum tree, which is the main thing in this work. The 

White Pines go back in space to the right of the Sweetgum.  

I am very sad about these trees all dying, all getting sick. It seems the have a virus or 

bacteria, maybe caused by global climate change. Will the rich be punished for killing 

them? Probably not. Do they deserve to be, yes, probably. Walruses are dying on Islands 

because the rich are heating up the planet and the Arctic and Antarctic ice are both 

melting. There seems to be a strange unwillingness to prosecute the rich. They are 

killing off nearly everything.  Mostly the poor are prosecuted. The rich think they are 

beyond the law. It is very much as if this were not happening even though it is. 

  



 

Sweetgum Tree and White Pines 

2011 

The die back of the White Pines has some of the characteristics of the Fungal Blight 

common in the eastern states. The University of Massachusetts, division of plants 

labratory, Dr. Ncholas Brazee writes "Four needle blight fungi in particular have been 



identified as the principal pathogens associated with white pine needle blight in the 

region (Wyka et al. 2016) and include: 

1. Lecanosticta acicola (formerly Mycosphaerella dearnessii) 

2. Lophophacidium dooksii (formerly Canavirgella banfieldii)  

3. Bifusella linearis  

4. Septorioides strobi" 

The same conditions of excessive rains in May through July, and then raised 

temperatures through a much drier August through December have characterized recent 

years. The last year, 2019 was one of the wettest springs on record and last fall there 

were still many green shrubs and trees until the beginning of January, indicating 

excessive warming. This happened in 2020 too. This may indicate the one of the four 

listed blight s above were present and are killing the White Pines, The needles are now 

brown and falling l ike rain i n the winds. I have seen other White Pines miles away that 

are dying young too. 

"Evidence now suggests there is a strong link between climate change and the 

increase in damage from needle blight pathogens of white pine. Using regional 

weather data, Wyka et al. (2016) determined that an increase in precipitation 

during the months of May, June and July ð the time period when white pine 

needles are elongating ð is positively correlated with damage from needle blight 

pathogens. However, as is the case with many conifer needle pathogens, that 

effect has a one year delay. For example, aboveȤaverage precipitation between 

MayïJuly in 2016 would correlate to higher disease pressure in 2017." 

https://ag.umass.edu/sites/ag.umass.edu/files/content -files/alerts -

messages/2016_white_pine_update.pdf  

So it looks like Climate Change is killing off one of the most amazing and beautiful trees 

of the east coast of North America. Billionaires should not exist but because they do, 

these trees, and so much else, are dying of the disease of billionaires. They must be 

made to own up to this and many other atrocities. The trees are dying of Billionaireôs 

disease or Bankeròs disease. The disease that is killing them is climate change and that 



can be stopped if billionaire profits are stopped. I f Americans would stop electing or 

óselectingô people that kill things f or profit, t hat would be good. The presidency and the 

Senate are a large part of the problem and should be considered for abolishment. It is 

clear that the U.S. government and court system is made for the wealthy classes,  

whoever one votes for. There are rarely candidates who are decent people who represent 

other classes and not just the wealthy ones. We do not have, nor did we ever have, a 

truly ñrepresentativeò government. They are lying when they say that we have such a 

system. 

 

Sweetgum Leaf. 

 



 

 Portrait of Heroes Wetland: Yellow Warbler  

(bachelor geese playing kill of the hill on a Sycamore snag. ) 

1998-2017 

 

When I first started going to Heroes the Sycamore trees were largely still intact. As the 

years past they became sicker and sicker until many h ad gone off entirely and they fell. 

This is because of excessive water. They were already dying but were finally killed when 



the park put in the drain that that controlled the water level at a higher height.  Prior to 

that the trees, some of them, could begin to recover as the water level went down and 

grasses came back. The pond was a seasonal thing, not there is the summer and  bit of 

the fall, but very present in the winter and spring  

 

Pine Trees and Schizacyrium Scoparius formerly called Adropogon Scoparius 

The common name for this grass is Little Bluestem. This is an old field near the barn 

that I also did a painting of in the spring.  It is a lovely site, it is on a hill high above the 



valley. In fact, I did the painting of the Black squirrel and the sp ace of the valley there. 

 

 

 

 

 



This is partly an exercise in learning to tell winter trees by their bark. I was near the old 

barn and I made a long work of it, the one with my two kids in it. I spent many days, 

more like a few weeks, nearly a month, doing the barn, the tree study above and a study 

of pines.  

 

That is the Cuyahoga winding around far below in the Valley.  There are mostly Willow 

trees down in the Valley. The tree in front with the Downy woodpecker o n it, might be 

an Ironwood . But Ironwood  is fairly rare around here and has a squared off sections of a 

linear pattern on the bark which this one doesnôt have.  Indeed, I went back to this area 

nine years later and it was a Mapleðnot an Ironwood . The purplish tree on the left is 

definitely a Black Cherry, possibly a young White Oak  to the right , ---actually I 

discovered this was also a Maple, and that and the Vine on the green lichened Maple 

tree is probably a Grape Vine. I went there 9 years later and the Vine had killed what 

was evidently a lichen covered Maple tree. Interesting that the lichens had died too. The 

one with the burrs on it lower down the hill was largely grown nine years later and very 

healthy, it was also a Maple. I would not have guessed that if I had not seen the leaves 

on it. It is a problem to tell trees apart just by the bark in winter , but it is sometimes 

possible. I know a lot about trees, but clearly not everything, as indeed, there are much 

better than I on this.  I thought the maples were Oaks or Ironwood. Not so. 

 



 

Crab Apple Tree and Old Barn 

  The flowering tree on the left side of this work is probably a crab apple. My son was 4 

and my daughter was about 9, when I started this.  

 



 

 

Crab Apple in Cemetery 

Here is another Crab Apple. This one is pink and white. This is an early drawing 

probably done when I lived near Coventry in 1981 or so. It was done in Lakeview 

cemetery. That is a great place and one the memories of which go back to art school. 

The Garfield monument used to be black with soot and forbidding and rather s cary at 

night to look at. The Rockefeller grave is also scary: one day I found a few cents put on 

the grave, as if giving the rich dead guy money would help the giver some.  Superstition 

is ignorance. Yes. There are some bad memories too. But most of the memories from 

that place are good. I saw the daffodils there, as well as many trees and statutes are 

everywhere. Cemeteries in general are good places to see many kinds of trees. 

 



 

Ocean Pine (Or Marine  Pine) 

1988 

This is a young ill named Bishop Pine, (Pinus Muricata) in the fog on Mt Vision, above 

Inverness and near Point Reyes. I am guessing this one is about 12 to 15 feet tall. The 

name is an unfortunate one, as it is named after the Bishop of San Luis Obisbo Mission 

in Central California . This mission was started by Father Serra and built largely with 

slavery he created out of Native Americans, mostly of the Chumash tribe. Serra should 

not have been made a "saint" in 2015. He is also called the "Saint of Genocide" by some 

Native Americans, and he was an officer of the Inquisition and liked to whip his Native 

American labor. The objection to his "sanctity" is an ethical one. He is certainly no 

ñsaintò. The fact that the Church made him one shows how corrupt the church is. 

I like Marine Pine or Ocean Pine,  and favor the removal of the name Bishop pine, as a 

slur on nature and on this pine. Marine or Ocean is better than Bishop and better than 

Dwarf Marine, as it always grows near the ocean. Ocean Pine. This is a simple common 

name, is innocent of the crimes of Father Serra, and the scientific name can remain. It 



has nothing to do with the Mission or with the slavery of Catholic culture at the time.  

Saddling a tree with Serraôs historical cruelty is inappropriate. 

 

 

 

Ocean Pine and Inverness Ridge 

1989 

This one I am using to illustrate how these paintings were mostly done. The way I did 

these works was somewhat loose and free to begin with. This is one of an Ocean Pine 

and Tomales Bay and beyond is Inverness Ridge from the Marshall side of the Bay.  The 

reddish-brown below is the salt grass in an inlet of Tomales Bay. That would be more 

detailed. The fog coming in would be more accurate too, as would the trees on the ridge, 

as well as the Ocean Pine itself. There are not many Ocean pines on the Marshall side of 


